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About me
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● Adopted from India at 4 months
● Grew up in Brainerd and Albany Minnesota
● Played softball and basketball
● Enjoys boating with my family and fishing with my dad
● Took on various jobs to pay for my college

○ Internships and jobs
● First job as Committee Legislative Assistant for the Education 

Policy Committee
○ Staffed Chair Ruth Richardson, and Representative Patty 

Acomb
● Legislative Assistant to DFL Floor Leader Jamie Long

○ Ran for Office
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Identifying Your 
“Why”
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● Public Service
● The people you care most about
● Doing what you think is right
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Identifying Your Boundaries

● People expect all of your time
● How do you interact with the public
● How often are you “on the clock”
● What does “on the clock” mean to you 

#5



Is
a

b
el

 R
ol

fe
s

R
un

ni
ng

 f
or

 O
ff

ic
e

What To Expect (Fun!)

● Connecting with new people you’d never meet 
otherwise

● Finding out how alike you are to your 
neighbors

● Learning about all the issues facing the 
community

● Rallies, public speaking! 
#6
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What To Expect (Not Fun!)

● People will make assumptions
● You can’t change biases 
● You’re going to be told to do things 

you don’t want to 
● Fundraising
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Ending a Campaign

● Friendships on campaigns are very unique
● Everyone has their own way of moving on 
● Be gracious
● Don’t rush to figure out what is next
● Take a trip! 
● And then, figure out what is next!
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